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All of our current negative housing issues are government created.

Problems with affordability, shortages, build times and over regulations that we are currently dealing with are
created by various government programs.

We used to have well managed housing authorities at the federal, provincial and municipal levels. But things
started to change in the late 1980s to mid 1990s.

Our federal government gave more powers and less money to the provinces for new government assisted
housing. The province and municipalities neglected to provide housing needs for people that could not look
after themselves, at free market prices. At the same time they added more and more roadblocks to new housing
construction.

As a result of their lack of sufficient action for some people ,and too many regulations for others, we have a
housing crisis for the most vulnerable as well as extreme higher pricing for everyone else.

Look at the government assisted housing being built currently at double the cost, compared to the cost of
privately built housing. This is not sustainable.

Now governments that don’t understand how new housing is created and supplied are trying to correct everything
from the start and speed of construction, but are only increasing the costs.

Currently the federal and provincial governments are providing easy money for new apartment construction
programs. They wrongly assume everyone wants to rent a small apartment, so they are trying to ramp up the
supply to ease the housing shortage.

Also, after years of extra HST taxes and more provincial mandates coupled with municipal hurdles, red tape,
and ever-changing rules on new housing, costs have risen crazily. They are trying to fix things by rolling back or
dismantling rules recklessly.

Along with some good changes come poor decisions like changing long established zoning rules and making
outright and broad based changes without much public consultation. They are allowing you to build new high-rise
housing everywhere, which is causing many local neighbours to rebel due to concern for their neighbourhood
well-being.

The ironic thing is all the good intentions to deliver more and less costly housing for everyone, will be strangled
by all kinds of government red tape.

A prime example is Mayor Bradley’s public frustration with the Ministry of Transportation who is forcing Sarnia
to do yet another $600,000 report/study before we can proceed with an extension of Wellington Road. This
extension will create 1,000 new housing unit spots. Just so you know, every new housing subdivision is fully
100 per cent paid for by private people, that have the same ridiculous hurdles to jump through. It’s only when
government/public officials or social agency groups that are trying to create more needed housing run across
the same development roadblocks that they start to see the true cause of the lack of affordable housing .



