There is beauty within true comradery
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The 2026 Milan Cortina Winter Olympics has held my attention over the past while, and as ever | am amazed,
enthralled, at times terrified of the daring risks these athletes take. But as earning a medal designation now
hinges on mere seconds dissected into tiny imperceptible moments which my eye, even before glasses, could
never have seen, is it possible that the human body’s ability to go even faster, stronger and with ever decreasing
separation between the gold, silver and bronze continues to be realistic?

With that being said, | do wonder why in God’s Green Earth would two grown men, lay one on top of the other,
to slide down at breakneck speeds a runway of ice while balancing on a sled? Personally, when | was a child, |
considered myself lucky not to fall off the cardboard we used to toboggan with.

But | digress. At the time of writing, Canada is doing fairly well, holding her own against fierce world competition,
the list being as follows:

In the Gold category we have: Mikaél Kingsbury—Freestyle Skiing—-Men’s Dual Moguls, Megan Oldham—Freestyle
Skiing—Women’s Big Air, Ivanie Blondin, Valérie Maltais, Isabelle Weidemann-Long Track Speed Skating—Women’s
Team Pursuit.

For Silver: Kim Boutin, Florence Brunelle, William Dandjinou, Steven Dubois, Felix Roussel, Courtney Sarault—
Short Track Speed Skating—Mixed Relay, Mikael Kingsbury—Freestyle Skiing—Men’s Moguls, Eliot Grondin-
Snowboard-Men’s Snowboard Cross, Courtney Sarault-Short Track Speed Skating—Women’s 1000m.

Bronze is being held by: Valérie Maltais—Long Track Speed Skating—Women’s 3000m, Megan Oldham-Freestyle
Skiing—Women’s Slopestyle, Piper Gilles &Paul Poirier—Figure Skating—Ice Dance, Courtney Sarault—Short Track
Speed Skating-Women’s 500m, and Laurent Dubreuil-Long Track Speed Skating—500m.

But of all the athletes, there is one performance in particular that brought tears, as its beauty was breathtaking.
That being the ice dance performed to Starry, Starry Night by Piper Gilles and Paul Poirier. Even as a child, |
loved to watch the figure skating competitions. Among my favourites was Toller Cranston. Although Cranston
never did win at the World Figure Skating Championships, the absolute beauty of his performances made quite
an impression, often leaving me with ‘my bladder too close to my eye’.

| understand from watching Gilles and Poirier’s post performance videos, that this performance has been seven
years in the making. Winning with a podium finish of 224.39, slightly under the gold recipients, Japan’s Riku
Miura and Ryuichi Kihara, whose routine was clearly more advanced and daring in their acrobatic prowess, with
several triple throws that were simply magnificent, yet still | did not emotionally resonate with such precision.
Moving as silk through air, Gilles and Poirier were the pinnacle of ease and grace. Fifteen years of partnership
glowed in complete trust. Skating as if one person. Alongside the music, their costumes could not have been
more exquisite. Gilles dress gave praise to Van Gogh’s painting, and simply flowed, and when the couple lay
down on the ice and raised their hands to the words, “and when there was no hope left in sight,” truth be told,
| lost it.

For knowing that Gilles had recently been diagnosed with ovarian cancer, and for many, who have faced that
very line: ‘when there was no hope left in sight’, the act that both Gilles and Poirier rose together off that ice at
the same time, simply hit my heart.

Those of us who know all too well what that line means, and cherish those who did not abandon them, and who
continue to believe in our ability to rise after diagnosis and treatment, and when granted our reprieve, however
long that is, still love us.

The commentators were silent during their performance, most likely taken as | was by the sheer elegance and
importance that this performance meant to these skaters, mentioning that this may be their last competitive
performance. If that is true, then leaving centre stage at this point of greatness is in itself a gold medal win.
And yes, they knew it. Jumping for joy, the camera cut to the audience where Gilles husband, Nathan Kelly, who
IS also a skating coach, was in tears as were many around him.

As for Poirier, | understand he is a linguist, fluent in four languages English, French, Japanese, and Spanish, but
perhaps the most important language he understands is the importance of remaining beside a friend of 15 years
in their greatest time of need.

Pure gold.



