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Pierre Poilievre should resign as leader of the Conservative Party of Canada.

He shouldn’t quit because his policies are wrong. Poilievre is a right-winger but there’s nothing wrong with that.
As head of the Tories, he should be right of centre.

Nor should he go because he lost the last federal election. Truth be told, that vote was almost a tie, with the
Conservatives holding the Liberals to a minority government.

Had Donald Trump not made it clear he wanted to annex Canada, Poilievre might well have been elected prime
minister instead of Mark Carney.

No, it’s not for any of these reasons. Poilievre should step aside because too many people see him as an angry,
nasty creep. It’s the main reason why he couldn’t lead the Tories over the top. The only reason, in fact, why he
lost his own riding.

Conservatives often face an uphill battle because the majority of Canadians lean to the left, at least a little.
That isn’t to say a Conservative can’t win. We’ve seen plenty of examples of that over the years. But the most
successful right-wingers are people who have some charm. Someone like the late American president Ronald
Reagan. He was able to win elections and get his right-wing policies passed into law because he was an
avuncular, charismatic character whom people liked.

It may not be fair that elections are often little more than popularity contests in which personalities are more
important than politics. But we’ve seen that that’s the case time and time again. Prime Ministers such as Brian
Mulroney and Justin Trudeau won their first elections at least partly because people liked them. Over time, that
popularity faded, as it does for just about any politician who stays in office for a long time.

But Poilievre didn’t start out enjoying a lot of popularity across the land. He is a career politician with very little
experience in the real world. Indeed, he has been in the House of Commons since he was 25 years old.

| would be the first to admit he has been good at holding the government’s feet to the fire. But he often goes
overboard. Taking a page out of Trump’s playbook he started insulting his opponents. For example, he dubbed
the last NDP leader ‘Sellout Singh.’ That sort of thing works well in the United States but is less successful north
of the border. Suggesting Justin Trudeau should be in jail also didn’t sit well with a lot of Canadians, even if they
had little use for the Liberal leader.

Poilievre should quit for only one reason — people don’t like him and you can’t make them like him.






