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For American politicians to blame the Canadian government for smoke pollution from wildfires is frankly ridiculous.
The fact is that raging forest fires are a worldwide problem.
In early July, for example, Newsweek magazine reported more than 50 large wildfires were burning out of 
control in the United States, destroying more than half a million acres. 
Large infernos were reported in Utah, Colorado, Alaska, Nevada, Arizona, New Mexico, North Carolina, Idaho, 
Florida and Washington. The fire in Nebraska was the largest in that state’s history. Later in the month, much of 
Minnesota was going up in flames.
For the year-to-date wildfires in the United States are 133 per cent above the 10-year average. And the number 
of acres burned is being measured in the millions.
Just last year, more than 8,000 wildfires ravaged California, burning down more than half a million acres while 
destroying 16,500 structures and killing dozens of people. There was also catastrophic damage in Hawaii.
Nor are these events confined to Canada and the United States. In Chile, South America, for instance, a 2025 
wildfire killed 21 people and forced 50,000 to flee their homes. Major fires in recent times have also been 
reported in Australia, the United Kingdom and mainland Europe.
At the beginning of this year 400,000 hectares of Australian bushland went up in flames in the state of Victoria 
alone, forcing authorities to declare a state of disaster. Hundreds of structures were burned to the ground and 
20,000 farm animals perished.
On the other side of the globe, in Spain, 16 communities had to be evacuated earlier this year because of 
wildfires.
Canada has been particularly hard hit because it is such a vast country with many millions of acres of woodland. 
But there’s not a lot the Canadian government can do about it.
The fires, I’m afraid, are here to stay. They are, as some pundits have pointed out, “the new normal.”
Global warming is creating hot, dry conditions that make many more fires a virtual certainty.
So until we get climate change under control, we’re just going to have to live with such events. And no amount 
of finger-pointing at Canada is going to change that. 
Instead of playing the blame game, American politicians should be doing more to try to stop the warming of our 
planet. Calling climate change a hoax, and then bad mouthing Canada just won’t cut it.


