
Let me guess…
there is an election coming  
Chris Cooke - December 2025
It was a bad day for Mayor Mike Bradley.
He discovered having super powers isn’t super.
Bradley took it on the chin in his attempt to roll out a pre-election, or should I say a re-election,  budget.
He threw out a new police station, a revamped Brights Grove Library and told a bloated city hall administration 
it must stop being bloated while gobbling up large chunks of municipal reserves to present a $195.5 million 
budget with a low single digit tax increase.
Using his strong mayor powers and substantial reserves to cushion the impact of a $14 million budget increase 
he had hoped to whittle the property tax to something acceptable to “debt adverse” Sarnians.
But his council colleagues got in the way.
They apparently peeled back the onion, or in this case the budget, and came to the conclusion that what the 
mayor was proposing is mostly smoke and mirrors and that there is a cost to being “debt free”.
The question, and it is a good one, is why didn’t he use his super powers last year when city hall bureaucrats 
gave themselves a 6.2 per cent raise and Chris Carter, his chief administrative officer received a pay and benefit 
package of some $400,000.
Now, just months from an election, he is proposing a city hall hiring freeze in a budget where payroll is 57 per 
cent.
That didn’t happen last year or since the pandemic even though the perception is there are too many bureaucrats 
doing too little work.
And he has shown little interest in considering creative ways to fund a new police headquarters or a revamped 
library in Brights Grove.
It took Anne Marie Gillis to suggest reworking capital spending to fund $2 million for the library.
She was also a driving force in a $5 million allocation of seed money for a new police headquarters suggesting 
the mayor with his “debt free” mentality is on the wrong side of reality.
Gillis suggests he is fixated on being debt free at the expense of growth alluding to the city’s stagnating tax base 
and crumbling infrastructure.
His right-hand man, who will likely be fired if Bradley isn’t re-elected, has spent millions on consultants and their 
reports most of which are beyond best before dates and will never be implemented.
Millions of dollars that could have been used to repair sewage that flows into south-end basements or at least 
a phased-in construction of a badly needed police headquarters.
When prisoners have to be offloaded outside because the police garage is too small you know there is a security 
problem.
You know it, but the mayor who dislikes the police chief and resigned from the police services board without 
touring the police station, apparently doesn’t.
There is also the matter of an aggressive landlord who houses the police training centre and back up emergency 
response tower.
The city pays $100,000 to the Toronto owners of Lambton Mall for expensive rented space adjacent to retailers 
and shoppers.
And it does so because we have a mayor who in the last 39 years has never been in business, has never had to 
make a payroll, doesn’t understand cash flow and whose primary objective is to be debt free while oblivious to 
everything that is crumbling.
Apparently, the city has a debt reduction plan but not an asset management plan.
As a result, the police station is worn out, Brights Grove Library is worn out and the guy running the place is 
worn out.
What ever happened to term limits?
As former councillor Mike Kelch noted, there is a difference between wants and needs.
Let me suggest in this city, at this time, wants are rapidly becoming needs.
Bradley may have strong powers and by mid-December could reverse everything council has done.
But the city will be worse for it.
I suspect the mayor’s tombstone will read “debt free” but the toilets won’t flush.
I could be wrong about this but I’m usually not.




