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Not my circus, not my monkey.
Mayor Mike Bradley would like Sarnians to believe that, but the facts seemingly tell a different story.
We have the same mayor, in the same old city, doing the same old things and sucking the place dry.
Sarnia hasn’t any debt but it hasn’t any money.
And after years of cleaning out reserves to keep taxes artificially low Sarnia has a decaying infrastructure and 
is facing the reality of a massive increase next year to compensate for years of neglect.
I suspect Bradley, who remains unannounced will drag himself out of hibernation at the 11th minute, of the 11th 
hour of the 11th day and will seek an 11th term as the city’s political leader. 
And let me suggest here he will do so at his own peril.
His popularity among south-end residents who live near Rainbow Park is at an all-time low, while those in 
central Sarnia near the proposed site of a five-storey Indwell supportive housing complex on George Street view 
him as persona non-grata
And now he has alienated his base of supportive north-end seniors by plopping an affordable housing complex 
next to their well-manicured single-family homes along Cathcart Boulevard near Oak Acres Plaza.
Not my circus, not my monkey?
Let’s review.
This is the same Mike Bradley who glad hands at the Aamjiwnaang First Nation Pow Wow and openly supported 
Chief Janelle Nahmabin and her followers in chasing away the INEOS Styrolutions benzene plant two years ago 
with the loss of 80 permanent positions and 100 contractor jobs.
Bradley doesn’t like to discuss this, suggesting meekly that he thought “there was a different outcome.”
There wasn’t, there isn’t and what appears to have been environmental activism on the part of the Aamjiwnaang, 
Bradley and his council and former federal environment minister Steven Guilbeault led to the demise of a 
decades-old petrochemical complex and its well-paying jobs.
Guilbeault, a convicted felon who scaled Toronto’s CN Tower with a banner denouncing hydrocarbon, recently 
resigned from Mark Carney’s government due to the prime minister’s sudden interest in pipelines.
Which brings me to this.
How does Bradley thread the needle on this one?
A guy who two years ago chased a chemical plant out of Sarnia on behalf of his friends at the Aamjiwnaang First 
Nation suddenly is endorsing a proposed Alberta to Ontario oil pipeline. 
Yet there he was on the pages of the Edmonton Journal talking up the project which his friends on the reserve 
have grave doubts about due to what they claim is ‘’an ongoing benzene crisis since 2024, worsening sulphur 
dioxide concentrations and a recent pipeline spill on the St. Clair River.”
Peering out of the pages of the Edmonton Journal Bradley describes the pipeline as “a banner day.”
Really?
Is the mayor doing a 180 here weeks before coming out of hibernation and preparing for another election?
Bradley may like to believe Sarnia isn’t his circus and he isn’t its monkey.
But after 38 years I suspect the opposite is true.
I could be wrong about this but I’m usually not.




